
The Dynatones at The Navigation pub in Aberfan. (Courtesy Keith Sussex)

The Crescendos Pictured on Stage Around 1960.
(Courtesy Merthyr Express)

Business Card for The Crescendos.
 (Photo Courtesy Alan Crompton)

Former lead singer of The Dynatones Keith Sussex with some of his Memorabilia. 
(Courtesy Keith Sussex)
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The Dynatones
The Dynatones from Abervan were the resident group at the 

Palace Cinema during the early 1960s, pictured here on 
December 31st 1960 at The Castle Cinema – their first public 
appearance. The members originally comprised of Ken Arthur 
(Rhythm Guitar), Carl Dawson (Vocals), Gerry Mogford (Lead 

Guitar), Ray Williams (Bass Guitar) and Malcolm Jones 
(Drums). Ray Williams eventually left to Join The Bystanders 

while Gerry Mogford replaced Alan Compton in The 
Crescendos. 

“Keith Sussex and Ken Arthur joined myself and 
Bobby Watkins in a band called The Villains. 

Later on Keith left and we became The Time Machine.”

 
  

The Crescendos
Originally called Nicodemus & The Nightriders, 

The Crescendos formed sometime in 1960. The picture below 
features Original Band members: Lynn Mittell 

(later Owen Money) on Bass Guitar, Clifton Price on Lead 
Guitar, Clive John on Rhythm Guitar, Robert Edwards on 

Drums and Stan Thoburn on Vocals. The line up of the band 
was fluid, with Alan Crompton replacing Clive John, who left to 
form what would eventually be The Bystanders around 1961. 

Lynn Mittell was eventually replaced by Bernard Parry. 
The band supported many acts, including Gene Vincent & 
The Outlaws, Screaming Lord Sutch and the Savages and 

The John Barry Seven. 

The Dynatones Featuring Keith Sussex (far right) on vocals at the Palace Cinema. 
Note the Twin Watkins Westminster Amplifiers. (Courtesy Keith Sussex)

“The guitar in the middle is a Burns-Tri-Sonic. Ray had a green burst Rossetti Lucky 7 bass. 
Not sure about Ken's acoustic”.

To hear Clifton Price talking 
about the Crescendos and 
the music scene in Merthyr, 
click the QR code above.
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